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"The Breeding of donkey for milk production"

By Ami-Reza Safaei'’, Akbar Yaghoubfar?, Seed-Jalal Taheri-Mirani®, Mansoureh Ameli*

1&2-Professor Assistant and Professor at Animal Science Research Institute of Iran-Agricultural Research,
Education and Extension Organization (AREEO)-Karaj-Iran.

3-MSC of animal science at Melat Culture and industry complex.

4: Researcher at Animal Science Research Institute of Iran, Agricultural Research, Education and Extension
Organization. Karaj. Iran

Nowadays, there is an increasing demand for milk of some special equines in the treatment of some human
diseases. Accordingly, this study aimed to investigate the development of breeding some donkey farms in
order to make use of their remedial milk. The study was initiated via an informal visit to three donkey
breeding centers and the study was continued with the completion of questionnaires. These three breeding
centers were located in Tehran, Yazd and Kermanshah provinces. The breeding center located in eastern part
of Tehran included 17 donkeys that had been bought from Lorestan and Qazvin provinces. The herd
composition was composed of 12 females and 5 males and 2 foals. The donkeys were milked on a daily basis
and half a liter of milk was obtained from each donkey. The milk collected from all the donkeys reached 5
liters per day. In the breeding center located in Yazd province, there were 24 donkeys that had been brought
from ChaharmahaleBakhtiari province. The donkeys were fully vaccinated and were fed with anti-parasite
drugs. The herd was composed of 20 females and 4 males. The donkeys were daily milked (three times at 8
am, 2pm and 12pm) and a total of 30 liters of milk were milked from 15 donkeys (by hand milking) on a daily
basis. It was noted that every milking turn brought forwards up to 1.5 to 2 liters of milk. In general, the
donkey’s milk is used as an anti-allergy substance prescribed by experts for children and the elderly. The
donkey’s milk is sweeter than human milk. Since the donkeys milk is embedded with low casein (milk
protein), children do not suffer from dyspepsia. The most appropriate type of donkey’s milk was possessed by
those donkeys from ChaharmahaleBakhtiari and Lorestan provinces. Accordingly, semi-industrial donkey
breeding may increase the amount of milk obtained from each donkey. Thus, it appears that providing proper
feeding and conducting three milking times (operated by skilled workers) can significantly increase the
donkey’s milk production.

Key words: Donkey, Breeding, Milk, Herd composition
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