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The Top Male Camel Traits from the Perspective of Semnan Local Camel Breeders and Its
Ethology

By. M. Sarkabiri

The aim of this paper is to collect indigenous knowledge in the subject of the ethology of
male camels (local expression name is “luk”), especially in times of drunkenness and
collection criteria of male camels from the perspective of the local community and
indigenous people. Some selection indices from the perspective of the local community is
mentioned: High amount of wool, fit and tall stature, robust mothers and with milk
abundance, special colors such as (red, black, scarlet red), long and sharp humps, big head,
courage and belligerency, local breed. These was the items that is taken in account for
choosing a male camel is stated by camel local and indigenous breeders. The second
important issue is male camel’s behavior at the time of coupling and after that. Mating
season is in winter, significant changes occurs among male camels. These changes appear in
their quantity of fodder, conformation and physical conditions, and the type of behavior that
can be seen mating season. In this period male camels for the possession of the females
fights and shows its dominance. The male camels in mating season have severe loss of
weight and camels belly is became completely thin, this physical condition is appearing for
facilitating the mating. Also the terms of behavior in addition hard clashes between males, a
fight will typically be accompanied with low noises, grinds his teeth, stirs head and tail and
often urinates, the occipital glands develop and secrete a dark liquid, male sprays the back
with urine and sends around him with movements of the tail, then proceed to various head
movements, then biting each other’s legs, and finally chomping on the opponent’s head with
sharp teeth and also the appearance in the male camel a kind of pukes up a pink sac called
a “doula”.

—[ Key words: Age, Drunkenness, Ethology, Indigenous knowledge, Mating, Male camel behaviour }
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